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South Dalota law requiring women be informed before their abortion that
abortion terminates the life of a wlto‘c, soparate, unique, livind ':umm
being” and & "description of all known medical ridks of the procedure and
statistically signilicant risk factors to which the pregnant woman would be
subjected, including: Depression and related psychological disteess; and
increased risk of suicide ideation and suicide”; and

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2008, the British Royal Academy of
Paychiatrists stated: "Healtheare proflcssionals who asscss or refer women
who are roeqquesting an abortion should assess for mental disorder and for
risk factors that may be associated with its subsequent development. If a
mental disorder or rigk factors arc identified, there should be a dearly
identified care pathway wherohy the mental health needs of the woman and

her significant others may he met. The Royal College of Paychiatrists
recognizes that good practice in relation to abartion will indude informed
congent. Consent cannot be informed without the provision of adequate
and appropriate information regarding the possible risks and benefits to
physical and mental hexlth.” The statement followed the suicide of & woman
after an abortion and clearly signals that the international prychiatric
communily is aware of the problem and secking to address it; and

WHEREAS, Norma McCorvey, who is the former "Roe” of Roo v.
w.dv now regrets !icl’ mpahoﬂ in that decision and gnml'v desires ta
protect women from the 'utm of abortion; and

WEREAS it is important and helpful to the women of our great
state to declaro April as "Abortion Recovery Awareness Month,” and as the
Supl'vmc Court in Gonzalez v. Carhart aleo stated that the Court could find

“no reliable data to nmearure d‘w pl’nnomcm)n of women hurt l:v abortian,
it & hmportant {or women hurt by abortion to come {orth and reccive the

lnl]') dny need and warn others of the risks and Pain of abortion.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, April is hereby declared
“Abortion Recovery Awarencss Month” for the State of Louisiana and the
citizens of our great state and citizens Mrywlwrc are cmxmagb‘l to discuss,
evaluate and promote awareness of the harns and risks of abortion.

BEI'T PUR‘I‘IILR RESOLVED that such organizations as Abortion
Recovery International, Roniisiana Abortion Rocovery Alliance, Post
ALot!ion Helpline ‘fmuu, Rachel's Vineyard Louisiana, Pregnancy
Raoum Ccnleﬂ# siax Naumul Al:o:liou Recavery Hclpli.nc.
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